Background and ObjectivesZZThe association between hearing impairment and cognitive function has been established in previous studies. The aim of this study was to compare the effects of conventional hearing aids and middle ear implants on cognitive function. Subjects and MethodZZThis study included 22 participants who underwent middle ear implantation between October 2013 and September 2016. Their mean age at surgery was 70 years. Using Pure tone audiometry (PTA), the Speech discrimination test (SDT), and the Abbreviated Profile of Hearing Aid Benefit (APHAB) questionnaire, we compared audiologic benefits of three conditions [without hearing aids, with conventional hearing aids, or with Vibrant Sound bridge (VSB)]. Cognitive ability was evaluated using neuropsychological testings (Seoul Neuropsychological Screening Battery) at intervals of approximately eight weeks. ResultsZZThe results of PTA showed a 7.96 dB HL gain with conventional hearing aids and a 10.00 dB HL gain with the use of VSB. SDT results showed a 4.10% gain with conventional hearing aids and a 10% gain with the use of VSB. Results of the APHAB questionnaire showed a significant increase with the use of VSB compared to conventional hearing aids. In the Korean Mini-Mental State Examination, a slight improvement was observed after middle ear implantation. In the Digit Span Test and Korean-Boston Naming Test, a significant improvement was seen with the use of VSB compared to conventional hearing aids. ConclusionZZThe use of middle ear implants in rehabilitation of hearing communication in patients showed improvements in cognitive abilities, compared to the use of conventional hearing aids. 
2. Traffic noises are too loud.
3. When I am talking with someone across a large empty room, I understand the words.
4. When I am in a small office, interviewing or answering questions, I have difficulty following the conversation.
5. When I am in a theater watching a movie or play, and the people around me are whispering and rustling paper wrappers, I can still make out the dialogue.
6. When I am having a quiet conversation with a friend, I have difficulty understanding.
Background noise 1. The sounds of running water, such as a toilet or shower, are uncomfortably loud.
2. When a speaker is addressing a small group, and everyone is listening quietly, I have to strain to understand.
3. When I'm in a quiet conversation with my doctor in an examination room, it is hard to follow the conversation.
4. I can understand conversations even when several people are talking.
5. The sounds of construction work are uncomfortably loud.
6. It's hard for me to understand what is being said at lectures or church services. Aversiveness 1. I can communicate with others when we are in a crowd.
2. The sound of a fire engine siren close by is so loud that I need to cover my ears.
3. I can follow the words of a sermon when listening to a religious service.
4. The sound of screeching tires is uncomfortably loud.
5. I have to ask people to repeat themselves in one-on-one conversation in a quiet room.
6. I have trouble understanding others when an air conditioner or fan is on. 
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